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YMCA raises $853,501 to build strong kids

In tough economic climate, community shows commitment to helping families in need

Oklahoma City – The YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City today announced the Strong Kids Campaign raised $853,501 in charitable contributions. More than 450 volunteers worked on the campaign and nearly 3,000 individuals, businesses and foundations contributed. 

The Strong Kids Campaign is the annual community fundraising effort that allows the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City to provide scholarships to individuals and families in the community who wish to participate in programs and services offered by the Y, but do not have the financial resources to do so. 

“Due to the current economic situation, scholarship requests from struggling families have increased significantly, which is why this year’s campaign was more important than ever,” said Campaign Chairman Randy Roper. “Even though many of our donors are feeling the pinch themselves, they realize that the YMCA’s programs and services are needed now more than ever. The Strong Kids Campaign is an investment in our future where, through the generosity of the community, kids have a safe environment to play and get fit, parents have a trusted place to send their children before and after school, and young adults can find mentors that inspire them to achieve their dreams.”

Through last year’s Strong Kids Campaign, the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City provided 9,711 scholarships to children and families totaling $1.45 million. 

“The success of the campaign can clearly be contributed to the outstanding commitment of our volunteers and staff to the YMCA’s mission of building strong kids, strong families, and strong communities” said YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City President & CEO Mike Grady. “The overwhelming generosity of the community allows us to continue providing programs to those who need it most. Whether it’s battling obesity, saving lives through water safety training, caring for little ones before and after school, or providing mentors to our future leaders, with everyone’s help, we are now able to give kids and families greater access to the wonderful opportunities offered at the Y.”
###

YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City: The YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City is a charitable, not-for-profit organization that serves children, families and adults of all ages, regardless of abilities, faith, race or income. Major program areas include aquatic and water safety, youth sports, before and afterschool childcare, camping, health and wellness, teen leadership and community development. The YMCA served nearly 100,000 people in the greater Oklahoma City area last year. For more information please call (405) 297-7750 or visit www.ymcaokc.org.

